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This presentation traces the history of the sentimental cult of friendship in Russia from the earliest 

beginnings in the 1750s through its establishment as a dominant literary theme in the 1780s. It will argue 

that the manner in which educated Russians described their relationships and feelings toward one another 

changed dramatically in these years. New possibilities of self-expression were opened by new literary 

genres, including the sentimental letter. These underwent rapid transformation during the second half of the 

18th century. 
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